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The art of war is of vital importance to the State. It is a matter of life
and death, a road either to safety or to ruin. Hence it is a subject of
inquiry which can on no account be neglected. (G) To all nations, War
is a great matter. Upon the army death or life depend; it is the means

of the existence or destruction of the State. (C)
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The art of war, then, is governed by five constant factors, to be taken
into account in ones deliberations, when seeking to determine the

conditions obtaining in the field. These are: (1) the moral law, (2)

heaven, (3) earth, (4) the commander, (5) method and discipline. (G)
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By method and discipline are to be understood the marshaling of the
army in its proper subdivisions, the gradations of rank among the

officers, the maintenance of roads by which may reach the army and

the control of military expenditure. (G)
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These five heads should be familiar to every general; he who knows

them will be victorious, he who knows them not will fail. (G)
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While heeding the profit of my counsel, avail yourself also of any
helpful circumstances over and beyond the ordinary rules. According as

circumstances are favorable, one should modify one’s plans. (G)
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Now the general who wins a battle makes many calculations in his
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but few calculations beforehand. Thus do many calculations lead to

victory, and few calculations to defeat: how much more no calculation

atall! It is by attention to this point I can foresee who is likely to win
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Thus, though we have heard of stupid haste in war, cleverness has

never been seen associated with long delays. (G)
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Here again, no modern strategist but will approve the words of the old
Chinese general. Moltke’s greatest triumph, the capitulation of the
huge French army at Sedan, was won practically without bloodshed.
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But when the army is restless and distrustful, trouble is sure to come
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Thus we may know that there are five essentials for victory: (1) He
will win who knows when to fight and when not to fight. (2) He will
win who knows how to handle both superior forces. (3) He will win
whose army is animated by the same spirit throughout all its ranks. (4)
He will win who, prepared himself, waits to take the enemy

unprepared. (5) He will win who has military capacity and is not
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interfered with by the sovereign. Victory lies in the knowledge of these
five points. (G)
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The ancient masters of war first made their armies invincible, then

waited until the adversary could with certainty be defeated. The causes

of defeat come from within; victory is born in the enemy’s camp. (C)
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Thus it is that in war the victorious strategist seeks battle after the
victory has been won, whereas he who is destined to defeat first fights

and afterwards looks for victory. (G)
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For the rule is the survey of land; the measure tells the amount of that
land’s produce; the tables its populations: from the scales their

weight or quality is made known; and then can we calculate victory

or defeat. (C)
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A victorious army, opposed to a routed one, is as a pound’s weight

placed in the scale against a single grain. (G)
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The attack of conquering forces is as the outburst of long pent up

waters into sunken valleys. Such are the orders of battle. (C)
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The enemy is crushed, like the fall of a grindstone upon an egg, by
knowledge of his strength and weakness, and by the employment of
truth and artifice. (C)
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In battle, there are not more than two methods of attack — the direct and
the indirect; yet these two in combination give rise to an endless
series of maneuvers. The direct and indirect lead on to each other in
turn. It is like moving in a circle — you never come to an end. Who can

exhaust the possibilities of their combination? (G)

FAE, R T W OREN T, BIEEEE, ML A P
MARSE . (5« BgF) aR: [ REAEmE] MWEEES,
WIRE . RTIRE TRERR IR A« EZ, RG> 3
M—JC M. FiEiEEE#R: IE& Thesis, #7/Z Antithesise KM,
ER. M. 9mEg. B BT, SR, RE. HRSAFM L
—RERm, FRRE, TR REE. ERFE. TER
HEREAR, £ (S b, s E; kT ReE R
il 0 B B UL K SR BT P A R AR . R B ARIE . A9
Ty EE RS, SERMMAT IR, ERTROET, A
BAERZES ARG 22T, KER MRS, 47N
BN . 78 A AR IR GG A3 b, RO T, SE A sk
MEROR I HB )\ Er, RN IUE, WL B A R
, HRALABUREEC! (EAEER, HEEORS, BT HR
WS, BUMRKENIFZERS) . FRTRCARABHR AR
W AR 2 R i PR S A A B BRI AR SR, SRS BRI I 1

ETE: [, W2 RS, TR, B H AR ?
HgiE. EEAT, BEAK. N2, HHBEA. | FEmps
K7T, ARAL ST

—— bR R (PR TR

136



(BT REHMAR) RPFER

Bokzk, ZRERE, Fth. BRZE, ERBRHFE
’ %&O

KA BEME, RAAARERE, 2ARRAEM; LRE,
TURAHFFRA. XeBEREERE, ARNLERS, EARN
NEROFRE R NAE A 2B R AR R R
B TR TR A4 B i 5 JE AR 4258 49 R A1)

As the rush of rock-shouldering torrents, so is the spirit of the troops.

Like the well judged flight of the falcon, in a flash crushing its quarry,
so should the stroke be timed. (C)
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Wherefore the spirit of the good fighter is terrifying his occasions
sudden. (C)
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Thus one who is skillful at keeping enemy on the move maintains

deceitful appearances, according to which the enemy will act. He

sacrifices something that the enemy may snatch at it. (G)
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